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The basic structure of Romanian folk costume remained simple during the 

years,  which meant that the numbers of layers of garments worn was less than in 

the surrounding countries. This meant that the beauty of the costume was based on 

the finesse of the decoration of each garment. The actual decoration was influenced 

by fashion over time, the most elaborate garments being made around the end of the 

19th century and first years of 20th century. 

Patterns were either woven into the fabric on the 

loom or were hand embroidered.  

Embroidered motifs are used to decorate 

costume items made from hemp, linen, cotton, silk 

or woolen cloth. The oldest embroidery designs 

were thought to be based on the geometric 

patterns used in weaving for many centuries and 

were geometric counted thread designs (including 

floral and animal patterns adjusted to fit cross-

stitch). This type of embroidery was characteristic of older patterns used throughout 

south Eastern Europe and Slovakia. In the later half of the 19th century freestyle non-

geometric floral motifs were introduced. These are more commonly found in the 

north and western part of central and Eastern Europe.  

Many different embroidery stitches are 

used to decorate costume pieces. Stitches may 

be used alone or in combination with other 

stitches to form decorative motifs. These 

motifs can be divided into: 

a) Geometric – counted thread 

embroidery worked on fabrics with 

distinct weave; 

b) Non-geometric (free style)- curvilinear 

open designs often worked on cloth 

with indistinct threads such as cloth, 

felt and velvet, often in gold or silver 

thread. This type of embroidery was of Oriental origin; 

c) Mixed. 
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Geometric motifs are worked into the cloth using 3 techniques:   

a. Stitches sewn on face of cloth; 

b. Stitches sewn after pulling woven threads from cloth (drawn thread work). 

Geometric floral motifs were found throughout 

areas of Ottoman occupation (south Romania, Bulgaria, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina). These can be recognized 

from the Turkish forms of carnation, tulip and rose, 

especially the Turkish motive of a rose spray into a 

curved leaf. These were used on dress borders, or the 

ends of scarves or towels. 

People have been looking to ascent to higher 

dimensions since ancient times. They imagined symbols filled with meaning, 

spiritual gates to heaven. Protection symbols used as shield against evil, such as: 

 The rooster: watching the gates between night and day, good and evil, he is 

chasing the evil spirits away; 

 The eyes: the window of the soul. One eye watches and protects against evil 

spirits. 

Cosmic symbols and Ascension such as: 

 The stars: source of light, they lead us through 

the process of finding the right path; 

 The circle: represents the sun, as well as a 

symbol of regeneration, what has been will be 

again, repetition of seasons, death and rebirth of 

nature. 

Symbols of fertility and abundance, such as: 

 The snail: a symbol of reproduction, pregnancy, 

evolution; 

 The wheat: symbol of prosperity and peace; 

 The leaf and fruit stand for vitality. 

Symbols of time passing, rebirth and eternal life, such as: 

 The grapevine: symbol of eternal life; 
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 A stream of water: life/time slipping away; 

The motifs, sewn on materials, 

carved on objects or painted on their 

houses, creates a symbolical shield against 

evil spirits. It is fascinating to receive 

message from people who lived long 

before us, by just learning how to read 

their needlework. The use of colous and 

symbols is linked to the region where 

people live in. The veneration of the Tree 

of life is still practiced in Romania. It can be found on ceramics, gates, rugs, as a 

symbol of eternal life, vitality and spiritual growth. Traditional clothing, ceramic, 

wood work are often seen these days as folklore from the past. So it is nice to see 

young designers getting inspired by their heritage and to bring it to the next 

generation.  
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Romanian pottery is still made mainly on traditional kick-wheels with simple 

finishing tools. Shapes, sizes and patterns reflect the different clays and cultures of 

diverse areas where are produced. Color glazes and decorations vary from strong 

geometrics, to delicate florals, animals and humans. 

As in most parts of the world, full-time artists and artisans are drawn together, 

tending to form communities throughout the 

country, where locales are aesthetically and 

economically viable. Bucharest and a few of the 

larger towns boast a few galleries showcasing 

work from such artist communities, but most 

don’t have galleries. A few examples of local 

artists’ and artisans’ work are shown and sold in 

town museums, but most is sold in street markets 

adjoining major attractions. Sellers usually are 

also the makers and many speak English. A conversation with them can reveal 

fascinating facets of Romanian culture.  

Acrylic paints are extremely versatile for 

decorating various crafts projects including ceramics. 

You can use them to paint canvas, wood, bisque and 

non-fired clay. These paints work great for collage, 

air brushing and sculpture. Apply acrylic paints in a 

thin layer for a light tint or apple thickly to add 

texture.  

Production is divided into male and female 

fabrication processes. Therefore, men extract the earth, 

which is ten 

cleaned, cut, 

watered, 

kneaded, 

trampled and 

mixed – 

transforming 

it into red clay that potters form in a special 

finger technique requiring concentration, 
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strength and agility. Each potter has his own technique of shaping, but each respects 

the sequence of the process. The women decorate the shaped ceramics before firing 

with special techniques and tools in order to draw traditional motifs. Their skills in 

combining decoration and color determines the personality and uniqueness of these 

pieces.  
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It is an art form that involves the use of strips of paper that are rolled, shaped 

and glued together to create decorative designs. 

The paper is rolled, looped, curled, twisted and 

otherwise manipulated to create shapes which 

make up designs to decorate greetings cards, 

pictures, boxes, eggs and to make models, 

jewelry, mobiles etc. Quilling starts with rolling a 

strip of paper into a coil and then pinching the coil 

into shapes that can be glued together. There are 

advanced techniques and different sized paper 

that are used to create 3D miniatures, abstract art, 

flowers and portraits among many things.  

Many quilled art can be found on cabinets 

and stands, cribbage boards, ladies' purses, a wide range of both pictures and frames, 

work baskets, tea caddies, coats of arms and wine coasters. Storage boxes, larger 

than most jewelry boxes with drawers and/or tops that opened, quilled lock boxes, 

and more popular is quilling jewelry in recent times became a trend for fashion 

lovers, as they can be very light and easy to carry on them. Some items were 

specially designed for quilling with recessed surfaces. Quilling was 

also combined or married with other 

techniques such 

as embroidery and painting.  

Today, quilling is seeing a 

resurgence in popularity. It is 

sometimes used for decorating 

wedding invitations, for 

Christmas, birth announcements, 

greeting cards, scrapbook pages, 

and boxes. Quilling can be found in 

art galleries in Europe and in the United 

States and is an art that is practiced around the 

world.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Embroidery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Painting
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Slotted tool 

 

The slotted tool is the most important  

quilling tool as it makes curling coils much 

easier and faster. The quality of the coil is 

noticeably higher compared to a coil that was 

curled with a toothpick or hand. For younger 

children, it is recommended that a Curling 

Coach be used with the slotted tool. 

 

Needle tool 

The needle tool plays a supporting role in the craft. It is used primarily to 

apply glue to hard-to-reach areas of the coil or quilling design. 

 

Tweezer   

Tweezers are used to make delicate coils to 

prevent warping and unraveling. They keep the coils 

the same size which is important when making 

something with duplicate coils, like flower petals. 

Tweezers are also helpful in inserting paper in tight 

spaces. 

 

Circle sizer ruler 

The circle sizer ruler is not essential in making coils into a desired size after 

curling. The ruler on the side is used to measure each strip to ensure they are the 

same length before curling. 

 

Curling coach 

Curling coaches make a great complement tool for slotted tools and are 

recommended for younger kids and people who like to quill 3D miniatures. It 

makes curling the strips much faster and easier than if they were curled with just 

the slotted tool. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Slottedtool1.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tweezer.jpg
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Crimper tool 

People have been looking to ascent to 

higher dimensions since ancient times. They 

imagined symbols filled with meaning, spiritual 

gates to heaven. Protection symbols used as 

shield against evil, such as: 

 The rooster: watching the gates between 

night and day, good and evil, he is chasing the 

evil spirits away; 

 The eyes: the window of the soul. One eye watches and protects against evil 

spirits. 

Cosmic symbols and Ascension such as: 

 The stars: source of light, they lead us through the process of finding the right 

path; 

 The circle: represents the sun, as well as a symbol of regeneration, what has 

been will be again, repetition of seasons, death and rebirth of nature. 

Symbols of fertility and abundance, such as: 

 The snail: a symbol of reproduction, pregnancy, evolution; 

 The wheat: symbol of prosperity and peace; 

 The leaf and fruit stand for vitality. 

Symbols of time passing, rebirth and eternal life, such as: 

 The grapevine: symbol of eternal life; 

 A stream of water: life/time slipping away;
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The motifs, sewn on materials, carved on objects or painted on their houses, creates 

a symbolical shield against evil spirits. It is fascinating to receive message from 

people who lived long before us, by just learning how to 

read their needlework. The use of colous and symbols is 

linked to the region where people live in. The veneration 

of the Tree of life is still 

practiced in Romania. It can 

be found on ceramics, gates, 

rugs, as a symbol of eternal 

life, vitality and spiritual 

growth. Traditional 

clothing, ceramic, wood 

work are often seen these 

days as folklore from the past. So it is nice to see young 

designers getting inspired by their heritage and to bring 

it to the next generation.  
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